From: Range, Brent K

To: Lueders, Amy L; McDowell, Kelly; Elder, Mary M
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Notes

Date: Friday, February 8, 2019 5:24:17 AM

FYI

Brent K. Range

Program Manager - Inter-agency Borderland Coordinator and Field Communications
Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

1849 C Street NW Room 5128
Washington D.C.
20240

Cell: (b) (6)
Office: 202-208-7431

Privileged and Confidential
Sent from my 1iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: (b)(6);(b)(7)(C)
7.2019 at 11:42:16 PM EST

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

, 'Richard Jo
ohnston(@fws.cov>, ME(JNE)!
>, "Range, Brent" <brent range(@ios.doi.gov>,
<dennis bosak(@ios.doi.gov>,

, Dennis

JOIELOKNC)
(b) (6)
(D)(0),(D)(7)(C)
I (b) (6)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) |
I (b)(B) (D)7 )C)
N b) (
(b) (6)




(b) (6)

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Notes

ALCON,

Thank you for participating on today’s teleconference, below are
the notes from the meeting.

February 7, 2019 Border Wall Law Enforcement Teleconference
Notes

e On February 7, 2019, Border Wall PMOD Environmental and Outreach
team coordinated a teleconference to open a dialog with law
enforcement components in the Rio Grande Valley in anticipation of
potential anti-border wall protestor incidents.

e SLSCO Contractors will be performing grubbing and brush clearing along
the enforcement zone within the USFW La Parida Banco tract west of
Bentsen State Park.

¢ Based on concerns regarding the safety of construction workers and the
public, Department of Interior, RGV Sector Staff, and McAllen Station
Personnel recommended to postpone the grubbing and vegetation
removal in La Parida Banco USFW tract pending an ICS plan.

¢ Border Wall PMOD Portfolio Manager approved postponing until an ICS
Plan and a Communication’s Plan is developed or Thursday February 13,
2019.

e RGV ICS Representative in coordination with Special Operations
Detachment, and the Wall Program Management Office will work to
develop the necessary plans.

¢ Law Enforcement Agencies with jurisdiction or able to assist will identify
a point of contact to serve as the communications liaison for the
planning phase of the ICS plan.

¢ The plan will identify a process in the event of an incident and will list
key responders responsible for assisting.

e A follow up teleconferences will be held to provide updates to all
participants.

Participants
Border Wall Program Management Office Directorate

(b)(6):(b)(7)(C)

Rio Grande Valley Sector Border Patrol

(b)(6):(b)(7)(C)



(b)(6):(b)(7)(C)

McAllen Station Border Patrol

Department Of Interior

RICHARD JOHNSTON

BRENT RANGE

DENNIS BOSAK

U.S. Fish and Wildlife

ROD HAMPTON

JAVIER MOJICA

U.S. International Boundary and Water Commission
(b) (6)

TX Department of Public Safety (Texas Ranger)

(0)(6);(D)(7)(C)

Hidalgo County PCT. # 3
RENE GONZALEZ
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

(b) (6)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

(b) (6)

SLS Contractor

(b) (6)

Mission PD

(b)(6):(b)(7)(C)

Palmview PD

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

Respectfully

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

Real Estate & Environmental
Communications & Outreach
CELLOIONOINI(®)
Offic

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



From: McDowell, Kelly

To: Jess, Robert RJ; Perez, Sonny; Luckey, Weylan; Elder, Mary M; Ullenberg, Beth; Gray, Lesli; Mojica, Joseph;
Johnston, Richard A

Cc: Archibeque, Aaron; Kimbrough, Monica

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Notification Letter Construction Start in RGV

Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 7:45:45 AM

Attachments: ATT00001.htm

RGV-03 Construction Landowner-Stakeholder Notification Letter DRAFT as o....docx

All,

Just received notice from Brent Range in DOI that CBP will be sending the below letter out
announcing that construction will begin on Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR as early as
Wednesday April 3, 2019. Although not identified I am sure it is the La Parida Tract.

Kelly

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Range, Brent <brent range@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Wed, Mar 27, 2019 at 8:30 AM

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Notification Letter Construction Start in RGV
To: Richard Johnston <richard a johnston@fws.gov>, Kelly McDowell

<Kelly McDowell@fws.gov>

Brent K. Range

Program Manager - Inter-agency Borderland Coordinator and Field Communications
Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

1849 C Street NW Room 5128
Washington D.C.
20240

Cell: (b) (6)
Office: 202-208-7431

Erivitened-and-Confiderntial

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Range, Brent <brent range@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Wed, Mar 27, 2019 at 9:29 AM



Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Notification Letter Construction Start in RGV

To: Harry Humbert <harry _humbert@ios.doi.gov>, James Gallagher
<james_gallagher@ios.doi.gov>, Bosak, Dennis <dennis bosak(@ios.doi.gov>

Wall construction to start next week at RGV locations recently cleared of veg.

Brent K. Range

Program Manager - Inter-agency Borderland Coordinator and Field Communications
Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

1849 C Street NW Room 5128
Washington D.C.
20240

Cell: (b) (6)
Office: 202-208-7431

Privitened-and-Confidertial

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: (b)(6);(b)(7)(C)
Date: Wed, Mar 27, 2019 at 9:23 AM
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Notification Letter Construction Start in RGV
To: Brent Range <brent range@ios.doi.gov>

Brent - As discussed, attached is a copy of the notification letter sent from RGV sector this
week to local, state, and federal agencies notifying them of a potential construction start date
of April 3rd for levee border wall on the FWS tract that was previously cleared of vegetation.

This morning at 9AM Central time, RGV sector will be hosting a law enforcement meeting
with local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies to review security procedures while the
construction is underway.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)



Kelly McDowell
Refuge Supervisor Texas Gulf Coast
956-566-3664



(b) (5), (b)(6);(b)(7)(C)




From: Jess, Robert R]

To: McDowell, Kelly; Kimbrough, Monica

Cc: Perez, Sonny; Winton, Bryan; Edler, Scot

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] RE: Proposed Fence Alignment Site Visit
Date: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 2:05:44 PM

Attachments: m@. Alignment.kmz
Importance: Hig

We were hoping to be able to provide comment on these proposed wall sections but after Scot
met with BP reps today- it was confirmed that a contract is in process of being awarded for
construction....

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Edler, Scot <scot_edler@fws.gov>

Date: Thu, Aug 8, 2019 at 2:38 PM

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] RE: Proposed Fence Alignment Site Visit
To: Robert Jess <robert jess@fws.gov>

From:

Date: Thu, Aug 8, 2019 at 8:21 AM
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Proposed Fence Alignment Site Visit
To: Edler, Scot <scot edler@fws.gov>

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

Scot,

Here 1s the data you requested between (b) (7)(E) in USFW property. Let me
know if this works.

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

(A)Supervisory Border Patrol Agent

RGV Wall Project Delivery Team/GIS



Office: [QIGECO (&)

Mobile: [(QIGEOI(®)

(b) (7)(E)

From: J{J(O K ¥A(®)
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 1:39 PM
To: Edler. Scot <s odler(@ fivs

g0

7 b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

Subject: Proposed Fence Alignment Site Visit
Scot,

Can you please give me a call when you have a chance to schedule a site visit of the wall
alignment in Hidalgo County?

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)
Border Patrol Agent

RGV Wall Project Delivery Team/GIS
Office: (QIQAQI(®

Mobile {QICE (&)

(b) (7)(E)

Scot A. Edler

Asst. Manager

Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR
3325 Green Jay Rd.

Alamo TX 78516

Office: 956-784-7621



QIR (b) (6)

robert jess

project leader

south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas

"Believe in yourself, especially when no one else will..." Sasquatch






From: McDowell, Kelly

To: Jess, Robert RJ

Cc: Perez, Sonny; Winton, Bryan; Edler, Scot
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] CBP Drone Access Request
Date: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 6:52:40 AM
Rob,

Thanks for the heads up and yes please keep me in loop on requests. You and your staff will
continue to address all issues that are not border wall related at the station and follow the IMP
for LE operations.

Best!
Kelly

On Wed, May 8, 2019 at 7:03 AM Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:
Kelly,
Based on prior comversations, am I to assume that we are to forward any and all requests
from CBP/BP for any requested activities on refuge lands to you for approval?
let me know.
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Edler, Scot <scot_edler@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, May 7, 2019 at 10:52 AM
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] CBP Drone Access Request
To: Bryan Winton <Bryan Winton@fws.gov>, Robert Jess <robert jess@fws.gov>

I would like your input. What questions do you have? What are your thoughts?

.......... Forwarded messag

e
From: [ (b)(6);(D)(7)(C)
Date: Fr1, Apr 26, 2019 at 7:42 AM
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CBP Drone Access Request

To: scot_edler@fws.gov <scot edler@fws.gov>

Good Morning,

As per our conversation yesterday (04/26/19), the U.S. Border Patrol continues to take steps
towards acquiring technology that will help us gain situational awareness in remote areas
along the southern border.

Thel()REPI(D)] Station is one of the first stations in the RGV that will be deploying the new
CBP drone technology. The drone testing/training will be held
QIYIQ 214 would be conducted for approximately a week. The deployment of this



technology will help keep our foot print along these tracts to a minimal in the future.

The following info is for the drone that will be used in (b) (7)(E)
(X)) Texas

Vertical Take-off and landing (quadcopter)

(b) (7)(E)
Thank You,

(b)(6):(b)(7)(C)

(IX¥AUD) Border Patrol Station
(b)(6):(b)(7)(C)

Scot A. Edler

Asst. Manager

Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR
3325 Green Jay Rd.

Alamo TX 78516

Office: 956-784-7621

=N (b) (6)

robert jess

project leader

south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas

"Believe in yourself, especially when no one else will..." Sasquatch

Kelly McDowell



Refuge Supervisor Texas Gulf Coast
956-566-3664



From: (0)(6);(b)(7)(C)

To: Edler, Scot; Reyes, Ernesto
Cc: McDowell, Kelly
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Biological and Wetlands Survey Report for Projects RGV-02, 03, and 04
Date: Thursday, March 7, 2019 10:59:15 PM
Attachments: Draft BiologicalResources Rpt compressed.pdf
Draft Hidalgo RGV_levee Wetlands Report Compressed.pdf
Importance: High

Ernesto and Scot — As discussed this week, attached are the draft biological and wetlands reports for
the projects in Hidalgo County. | am in the process of reviewing these and have noticed there are
some errors. Please review and let me know if you have any comments.

Due to the file size, please confirm that you have received them.

Thank you,

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)
Border Wall Program Management Office
United States Border Patrol

Desk Phone[(HIGROIRI®)
Cell Phone: -





















(0) (5), (b) (7)(E)
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Appendix B
Bentsen State Park Bird Checklist




TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE

BIRDS

BENTSEN RI0 GRANDE VALLEY

S TATE PARK

WORLD BIRDING CENTER

A FIELD CHECKLIST

2005



Cover: Illustration of Mississippi Kite by Rob Fleming.



INTRODUCTION

entsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park consists of 570 acres
B of subtropical resaca woodlands and drier thorny brush

lands that once characterized the entirety of the Lower Rio
Grande Valley but which is now limited to scattered fragments.
The park supports about 370 species of birds, many of which are
subtropical species typical of eastern Mexico and not found north
of the border beyond extreme southern Texas. Some of the
characteristic species of the region include Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck, Gray Hawk, Hook-billed Kite, Plain Chachalaca, White-
tipped Dove, Groove-billed Ani, Golden-fronted Woodpecker,
Couch’s Kingbird, Great Kiskadee, Green Jay, Olive Sparrow, and
Altamira Oriole. Additionally Bentsen has become well known for
consistently producing extremely rare visitors from Mexico, often
the first records for these species north of the border.

The natural habitats of the Park have been created by the
evolution of the Rio Grande over time as it has carved out and then
abandoned channels and nourished the lands along it with life-
giving floods. Presently the river has been controlled by numerous
dams throughout its watershed, and vegetation communities in
the park have been gradually drying out and becoming more arid.
The transition of Bentsen from traditional state park to headquar-
ters of the World Birding Center has resulted in tripling the size
of the protected area with the incorporation of donated land and
a cooperative relationship between the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

This checklist, compiled by John Arvin, is based on observations
by numerous individuals, and includes those species which have
been observed within or passing over the park. Nomenclature and
organization for this checklist follow the A.0.U. Check-list of North
American Birds, 7th edition, 1998 as currently supplemented.

Because we will be updating this checklist as additional
observations are made, we ask that you report details of new or
unusual sightings. Reports may be sent to the World Birding
Center, 2800 S. Bentsen Palms Dr., Mission, Texas 78572 or may
be left at the park headquarters.

1
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Please help us protect the natural avian communities in
our parks by refraining from using playback tapes of
bird songs. Frequent use of these tapes disrupts normal
avian activity patterns, essential territorial behavior and
may lead to nest failure. Thank you for your cooperation.

LEGEND

- common; seen daily in some numbers

- uncommon; usually seen daily in proper habitat and season
but only one or a few individuals

- rare; seen only once or twice a year and may not occur every
year

- extremely rare; only one or two records exist.

- has nested in the park

- a species found north of the Mexican border entirely in
extreme southern Texas or one which can be found there
more reliably than in other areas.

Spring (March-May)

Summer (June-August)

- Fall (September-November)
Winter (December-February)



CHECKLIST

v Sp S F

DUCKS & GEESE
___*«Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ............... U C C U
__ Fulvous Whistling-Duck ............ccc....... X R R R
____ Greater White-fronted Goose .............. C C
_ SNOW GOOSE ..ot U U
 Wood DUCK ... R R
C GAdWAL ., C C
__American Wigeon..........ccooeevvrcrernenee. C C
 Mallard .. R R
_ “Mexican DUCK” .......coooovvvvvveveeeieninn U U U U
_ Mottled DUCK ....c.ooveeiieeereeen, R R R R
_* Blue-winged Teal .........ccccooovvirivinnnnne. C C R C
_ Cinnamon Teal .........cccovvveeeeeeriene. R R R
__Northern Shoveler ..........ccccoueveeeennene. C C C
_Northern Pintail .........ccocoevevvvviinnnen, U U
_ Green-winged Teal.........ccccocovrvrrrenrennes C U C
Canvasback .o R R
—Redhead ..o R R
__ Ring-necked Duck .........ccocvvrriirniniinnces C U C
_Lesser Scaup ..., U U U
— Bufflehead .......ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen U U
___ Hooded Merganser ..........cccoevevvunrenn. R R
— Masked DUCK ......cocoevereerriieeeeeae X X X X
_* Ruddy DUucK.....ccovvveerierieincecnes U U R U
CHACHALACAS & GUANS
___*«Plain Chachalaca ..........cccocouvvvvvenennn.e. C C C C
NEW WORLD QUAIL

Northern Bobwhite...........ccccoovvvvrennenee. U U U U



Sp S F

GREBES
_ FeLeaSt GIeDe ..., U U U

Pied-billed Grebe ..........ccocovvvververenneee. C C C
PELICANS

American White Pelican ....................... C C
CORMORANTS
___*«Neotropic Cormorant .............c.cocruueee. U U U

Double-crested Cormorant ................... C U
ANHINGAS
_* ADRNINGA s C U U
FRIGATEBIRDS

Magnificent Frigatebird............coc......... X
HERONS
_American Bittern ........ccocooevvvvviivreninnenne. R R
% Least Bittern ...oocoeevveveiveecieeeeeennen, C C
_Great Blue Heron.........ccoceeeveeeeeevennene. C U C
_ Great EGret ......cocvenicnivcnicnicine, C C C
_ Snowy Bgret.......cevvecvnicrcneen, G C C
_Little Blue Heron .........c.ccccocvvvevvernernnee, C U C
__Tricolored Heron ........ccoceeevevererevennene. U U U
__ Reddish Egret ..., R R
_ Cattle EGret .......ooevvvvrrerrererreinrereis C C C
_FoGreen Heron ... C C C
__ Black-crowned Night-Heron ................. U R U
__ Yellow-crowned Night-Heron............... U U R
IBIS & SPOONBILLS

White IDiS .......coooveverererreieieeeeeeeeee R R

White-faced IDis .......c.cocoovvervivicreinnnnee, U U

Roseate Spoonbill ............cccvveviiniennnne. R R



STORKS

NEW WORLD VULTURES
Black Vulture ..........cccoovvvvevvieeinne,
Turkey Vulture ..........cocovvveevirernernenen.

OSPREYS

HAWKS, KITES, & FAGLES
__*<Hook-billed Kite ........cceveveererrriennen.
Swallow-tailed Kite ............cccocevernnneee,
* White-tailed Kite ..........ccccoveverveirernennnee,
SNail Kite ....cooovvveeceeee,
MissisSippi Kite .........cccvvievnicvnicnennes
Northern Harrier .........cccocoevevreverennnn,
Sharp-shinned Hawk ...........cccccovcune.
* Cooper’s HAWK ...,
o Gray HAWK ....ooovveeereeeece e,
* o Harris’s HAWK .......ccoovveveveiciicine,
Roadside HaWK ..........ccccoevrvererrnrenrnnnnne,
Red-shouldered Hawk ...........................
Broad-winged Hawk ...........cccocvvunnneee.
Short-tailed Hawk ...........cccocuvvveinernnneee,
Swainson’s Hawk .........ccccccoevivrverennnnne,
- White-tailed Hawk ............ccccoovvvernennenc,
Zone-tailed Hawk .........c..cccoovrvvrrernnnnne,

o

O OO0 O xK o ==

Red-tailed Hawk ..........
Ferruginous Hawk ......

o = o O XK O C

= =R =™ =R OO O XK O o o0 ao



Sp

FALCONS & CARACARAS

RAILS
_ * King Rail .o
Virginia Rail .........cocovevevivenieincn,

Purple Gallinule ............ccccovvvierninnnnen.
___* Common Moorhen.......ccocoeeeeveererennene.
_* American COOt.......ccovevvivvicveiereireiennen,

CRANES
Sandhill Crane ..........coooveeeveeeeeeeenn.

PLOVERS
American Golden-Plover-.......................
Semipalmated Plover ...........cccocneeene.
Killdeer ........ccovevveveverveeeeeeeeeeena,

STILTS & AVOCETS
_* Black-necked Stilt..........ccoovveeeveernne.
American AVOCet ........cccevvveevveeveeeeeeeenn.

JACANAS
Northern Jacana ...........ccocooevieivernennnee,

SANDPIPERS
Greater Yellowlegs ..........ccccovveevinnennes
Lesser Yellowlegs .........cccouvvvvriererninnns
Solitary Sandpiper .........cccccovevernienennne.

= = O C

c O = o= =
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w
=

Spotted Sandpiper ..........ccocovevveiieeenee.

Upland Sandpiper .......ccccoocveevivernennnces
Long-billed Curlew .........cccocovvuvernennnce,

Hudsonian

GOAWIL ..o,

Semipalmated Sandpiper ....................
Western Sandpiper ...........coccoveveeneenennn.
Least Sandpiper .........cocovevevneereereienen.

White-rumped Sandpiper .....................
Baird’s Sandpiper .........cccoeveveviniennn.
Pectoral Sandpiper ..........ccocveeneennee.

Stilt Sandp

IPT o,

Long-billed Dowitcher ...........ccoccvvvunnce
Wilson’s Snipe ........cccvvveeveieieinienienene,

Wilson’s Phalarope ............cccocovevneunns

GULLS & TERNS
Laughing Gull ...,
Franklin’s Gull ........c.ocooveeveeeeeeeeeen.

Ring-billed
Gull-billed

(62111 KRR
TOrn oo,

Caspian Tern .......cccovvevencvvevervenennenn.

FOrster’s Tern ..ocoeveveeveeveeeeeeeereereeeneenns

Least Tern
Black Tern

Black SKimmer .........cocoooveveveeeveeeeeeennn,

PIGEONS & DOVES

_ Rock Pigeon ...,
__ *+Red-billed Pigeon ..........ccccccovrrrirrirrrrnnes
___* White-winged DOVe ........cccovvrrrrrrrerenne
____* Mourning DOVE ......cccoeevvevnrcrennnen.
____* Inca Dove

................................................

cocoocococ oo ooca®=ooo
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Sp

* Common Ground-Dove..........cccoeeunne..

Ruddy Ground-

DOVE e

__*<White-tipped DOVe .......ccccovvrvrrrrrrrerrins
Ruddy Quail-Dove ..........ccocvvvrernrennne.

CUCKOOS & ANIS
___ Black-billed Cuckoo .........cccocevvvvvurunnee.
__* Yellow-billed Cuckoo .......ccccooevvvrunnee..
____* Greater Roadrunner ..........cccoooeevevennnn.
__*«Groove-billed AN ........cccocvvevviererinenne

BARN OWLS

___* Barn Owl .........

TYPICAL OWLS
___* Eastern Screech-OwWl .........ccocovvvvvenennnee.
* Great Horned OWI .......ccovvvveeeererennn

- Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl...........ccccc........

NIG

* EIf Owl .............

----------------------------------------

........................................

Burrowing OWl ........ccoccvevvecncenecinecnnee.

Mottled Owl ....

Long-eared OWI .......c.coccovevvevccinciicnnee.

Stygian Owl.....

Short-eared OWI ........ooveveeeeeeeeeeeeen

HTJARS

__* Lesser Nighthawk ..........cccoccoevovirerninns
Common Nighthawk ..........cccccoecene.

*« Common Pauraque .........cccoveeeneeennee

Common Poorwill..........ocovvveveevevennnn

Chuck-wills-WidOW .......ooeveeeeeeerennn

Whip-poor-will

= oo o =

o = o O

o OO = O 60 O

o = o O



Sp

SWIFTS

Chimney Swift ..

HUMMINGBIRDS
__+ Buffbellied Hummingbird.....................
Ruby-throated Hummingbird ...............

Black-chinned Hummingbird ...............
Rufous Hummingbird ...........ccccoevevvenece

TROGONS

Elegant Trogon .

KINGFISHERS
___*«Ringed Kingfisher ............ccccovuvnernenen.
Belted Kingfisher .........c.cccocoveneinennnee.
___*«Green Kingfisher ...........ccccoeovevernins

WOODPECKERS
___*«Golden-fronted Woodpecker ...............
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker ......................
Red-naped Sapsucker ..........cccccoocneuence.
Ladder-backed Woodpecker .................
Northern Flicker .........cocovvvvirerninnnce,

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS
___*<N. Beardless-Tyrannulet ........................

Olive-sided Flycatcher ..........ccccocuenee
Eastern Wood-Pewee............ccccovvneunnce.
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher .....................
Acadian Flycatcher .........oocovcvceniunennn.

Alder Flycatcher

.....................................

Willow Flycatcher ..o,

Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

--------------------------------------
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§ay’s PhOEDE ........ccvvvevireireieirenciene,
Vermilion Flycatcher ...........cccoocueenee.
Dusky-capped Flycatcher ......................
Ash-throated Flycatcher ........................
Great Crested Flycatcher ......................
* Brown-crested Flycatcher .....................
*« Great Kiskadee ...,
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher....................
*« Couch’s Kingbird...........cccovcvvevverncrncnns
- Tropical Kingbird ..........coccoovvvervencnnn.
* Western Kingbird ...,
Eastern Kingbird .........ccocovevvevrerinernnee.
* Scissor-tailed Flycatcher........................

AFFINITIES UNCERTAIN
____« Rose-throated Becard ..........cccccooun.....
Masked Tityra .....ccoeverrerreeireeirecieennee,

SHRIKES
Loggerhead Shrike...........cccccoevnevunnnee.

VIREOS

___* White-eyed Vireo .......ccccooevvrvrrrernrunns
Bell’s VIreo ........cocvevveerneinirsinnireienns
Blue-headed Vireo ..........cccoecovevenceene.
Yellow-throated Vireo ...........ccccccooevuuece.
Warbling Vireo ..o,
Philadelphia Vireo ..........ccccoecvevnenenee.
Red-eyed Vireo ..........ccveeveenecnecenee,

« Yellow-green Vireo ........cocvveveeencenn.

O O O =B O XK OO0 O =
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JAYS & CROWS

_ FeGreen Jay ..o,

__+ Tamaulipas Crow ........c.ccocoveevrrrerrrunnes
Chihuahuan Raven ..o,

LARKS
% Horned LarK ....c.ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeseenen,

SWALLOWS
Purple Martin........c.cocveevererncrrecreinnen.
Tree SWallow .......ccccvvvvvevereririeiee,
N. Rough-winged Swallow ....................
* Bank SWallow .........cocooveveivenirierienne,
* CLiff SWalloW .......cooeveerirreeeeeians
* Cave SWaAloW .......covvveveieiicece,
* Barn SWallow .......ccoovveieivcieecirciee,

TITMICE
___* Black-crested Titmouse ..........cccovuueee..

VERDINS

NUTHATCHES
Red-breasted Nuthatch ...........coo..........

CREEPERS
Brown Creeper .........ccoevnvcenercnennes

WRENS

IR O 1011 L (<5 1 W
Carolina Wren .........ccocoevveverrrreeerennennnn,

_ % Bewick’s Wren ........ocooveeeeveninnnniennne,
Winter Wren ...,

O O o acao
O o a o a
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Marsh Wren .......cccovevvevveeevicennes
Sedge Wren ........cvveeceecrecieciecnnne.

KINGLETS
Golden-crowned Kinglet .......................
Ruby-crowned Kinglet................c.........

GNATCATCHERS
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ..........................

THRUSHES

_ Eastern Bluebird ..........ccocoevvvveererernn.
Gray-cheeked Thrush ............ccccoveunncee.
Swainson’s Thrush ...........c.cccoeeverennen
Hermit Thrush ..........ccocoovvvvevieerinnnn.
Wood Thrush .........cccceevveeveecereinnne,

*« Clay-colored Robin .........cccocovvvvrerernnnee.
White-throated Robin.............ccc...........
American Robin.........cccccoovvevveiivirennnene,
Varied Thrush .........cccoeeveveveeeienneee,

THRASHERS & MOCKINGBIRDS

Gray Catbird ..o,
__ Northern Mockingbird ..........cccovvuevence
___*<Longbilled Thrasher ............ccccoocnuvence
___* Curve-billed Thrasher ............ccceco........

STARLINGS
European Starling .............cccocvevvvnnnncnn.

PIPITS
American Pipit ..o
Sprague’s Pipit.......ccoocevevvcncnicnennes
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WAXWINGS

Cedar Waxwing ...

WOOD WARBLERS
Blue-winged Warbler..........ccccoovvrviennce

Golden-winged Warbler ........................

Tennessee Warbler ........ocoovevvevevevennnnn.

Orange-crowned Warbler ....................

Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula ...

- Tropical Parula......

Yellow Warbler ...

..................................

Chestnut-sided Warbler .........cco.........

Magnolia Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler .......................
Black-throated Gray Warbler ...............
Black-throated Green Warbler ............
Townsend’s Warbler ..........c..cccouunnn..

Blackburnian Warbler ...........cccovveue....
Yellow-throated Warbler ......................

Pine Warbler.........

Bay-breasted Warbler ..............cco..........

Cerulean Warbler

..................................

Black-and-white Warbler ......................

American Redstart

Prothonotary Warbler ............cccccoevuuuce.

Worm-eating Warbler ............ccoccvevennce

Ovenbird ...............

Northern Waterthrush ..........ccoovevenenn....
Louisiana Waterthrush ...........cocooun.......

Kentucky Warbler
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Mourning Warbler .........ccoccvevrerenenee.
MacGillivray’s Warbler ............ccccnvvence.
* Common Yellowthroat ......................
Hooded Warbler..........cccooveervererernnen
Wilson’s Warbler ..........cccoovevveerernnnneee,
Canada Warbler .........ccccoovverevvererernnnnn,
* Yellow-breasted Chat ...............cc..........

TANAGERS
Summer Tanager ........cccccveveveerevnnnnne.
Scarlet Tanager ..........ccoecveevvereeeecnnne.
Western Tanager ...........oocveevviveennne,

EMBERIZID FINCHES

____*«<White-collared Seedeater......................
Yellow-faced Grassquit ............cc.oeven....

*o Olive SParrOW .....c.vcveevecvneereerecreees
Green-tailed Towhee ..........ccccoevveunncee.
Spotted TOWhee ........c.ccoecveeernerneeennne.
Cassin’s SPAITOW ......covecvveveecvverercrreenenn.
Chipping Sparrow ..........ccccoecveeveveecnnn.
Clay-colored Sparrow ...........c.coveeeeeene.
Field Sparrow .........ccccoeveveineieineinns
Vesper SParrow .......ccoveevveeeererevennenee
Lark Sparrow ........ccoocvvveveveiecneneinnn.
Black-throated Sparrow ............cccoevee...
Savannah SParrow ..........c.ceceeveeeveenne.
Grasshopper Sparrow ...........ccvceeene.
SoNg SPArrow ........ccvvevevcivicnicnnennns
Lincoln’s Sparrow .........ccccveevevecencnnne.
SWaAMpP SPALTOW ......cvvvvvviiivicriicnnnns
White-throated Sparrow .......................
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White-crowned Sparrow ....................... R R

Dark-eyed Junco .........ccocovevverrerinenenee. X
CARDINAL GROSBEAKS
____ Crimson-collared Grosbeak.................. X
___* Northern Cardinal ...........cccovvvvvvvennen.e. U U U U
_ PyrrhuloXia ......cococvevivirrns R R
___ Rose-breasted Grosbeak ....................... R R
___ Black-headed Grosbeak ........................ X
__+ Blue Bunting .........cccooeveeververneinieneinnees R R
_ Blue Grosbeak .........cocoooveeeevvvriennen, U U U
_ Lazuli Bunting ........cccccooevevviniirninins R R
___Indigo Bunting ........cccoecvveevereernernennn. U U U
_ Varied Bunting .........ccccoccvvververriniirinnns X X X X
_ Painted Bunting ........cccocoovverrerrernrenene. U U U
_ DickcisSal .......cooveereireireieieeeeeaen, X C U C
BLACKBIRDS & ORIOLES
___* Red-winged Blackbird ..........c.coocuneeence C C C C
___ Eastern Meadownlark .........ccccouvvunnnn. R R R R
_ Western Meadowlark ..........ccccoouvuvunneee. C C
__ Yellow-headed Blackbird....................... X R R
___* Great-tailed Grackle..............ccccceeunc.... C C C C
__* Bronzed Cowbird ........cccooeveeevvrinnne. R C C R
___* Brown-headed Cowbird........................ C C U C
—_* 0rchard Oriole ..........cccooovvveveceeeene U C
__* Hooded Oriole ........coeveeeeveeeeeeeeean. R R
_ Bullock’s Oriole ........coeerevvverirererernene, R
_ *oAltamira Oriole ......ooevveveveveeieeeene. U U U
__*<Audubon’s Oriole ........cccoevveevrriennnee X

Baltimore Oriole ..........cccovvevvvevrrnnneee, U R



OLD WORLD FINCHES
Red Crossbill............cccvvevieeeererernnnn. X

~Pine SiSKin .o.ooveeeeeeeeeeeeee, R R
Lesser Goldfinch ..o, U U U U
American Goldfinch..........c..cccoovunnne.... U

OLD WORLD SPARROWS
House Sparrow ...........ccoveneenevvecnnee U U U U

CITATION

Arvin, John C. July 2004. Birds of Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State
Park: a field checklist. Natural Resources Program, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department.

In 1983, the Texas Legislature created the Special Nongame
and Endangered Species Conservation Fund. This fund may
be used for nongame wildlife and endangered species
research and conservation, habitat acquisition and develop-
ment and dissemination of information pertaining to non-
game management. Money for this fund is obtained through
private donations and sale of nongame wildlife art prints and
stamps. This fund now gives Texans a unique opportunity to
help support this state’s valuable and sensitive nongame
resources. Your individual contributions and purchases of
nongame art prints and stamps will help determine the level
of nongame conservation activities in Texas. For more
information call toll-free (1-800-792-1112) or contact:
Nongame and Endangered Species Program, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School
Road, Austin, Texas 78744.
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Appendix C
National Butterfly Center Bird Checklist
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Butterfly Checklist for the Lower Rio Grande Valley

Updated Nov 1, 2017

Observers

Date & Time Location

Swallowtails Silver-banded Hairstreak Zebra Heliconian
Pipevine Swallowtail Oak Hairstreak Erato Heliconian
Polydamas Swallowtail Clench's Greenstreak Variegated Fritillary
Dark Kite-Swallowtail Goodson's Greenstreak Mexican Fritillary
Red-sided Swallowtail Tropical Greenstreak
Black Swallowtail Xami Hairstreak True Brushfoots
Thoas Swallowtail Aquamarine Hairstreak Theona Checkerspot
Giant Swallowtail Gray Hairstreak Bordered Patch
Ornythion Swallowtail Red-crescent Scrub-Hairstreak Definite Patch
Broad-banded Swallowtail Red-lined Scrub-Hairstreak Banded Patch
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail Yojoa Scrub-Hairstreak Crimson Patch
Three-tailed Swallowtail White Scrub-Hairstreak Rosita Patch
Palamedes Swallowtail Lacey's Scrub-Hairstreak Red-spotted Patch
Magnificent Swallowtail Mallow Scrub-Hairstreak Elf
Victorine Swallowtail Tailless Scrub-Hairstreak Tiny Checkerspot
Ruby-spotted Swallowtail Lantana Scrub-Hairstreak Elada Checkerspot

Bromeliad Scrub-Hairstreak

Whites

Pink-spotted Swallowtail

Mexican Dartwhite

Florida White
Checkered White
Cabbage White

Great Southern White
Giant White

Painted White

Common Melwhite
Cross-barred White

Falcate Orangetip

Sulphurs

Orange Sulphur
Southern Dogface
White Angled-Sulphur
Yellow Angled-Sulphur
Cloudless Sulphur
Orange-barred Sulﬁhur
Large Orange Sulphur
Statira Sulphur

Lyside Sulphur

Barred Yellow

Ghost Yellow

Boisduval's Yellow
Mexican Yellow
Salome Yellow

Tailed Orange
Little Yellow
Mimosa Yellow
Dina Yellow

Sleepy Orange
Dainty Sulphur

Mimic-Whites

Costa-spotted Mimic-White

Ruddy Hairstreak
Muted Hairstreak

Orange-crescent Groundstreak
Hesperitis Groundstreak

Texan Crescent
Pale-Banded Crescent
Black Crescent

Chestnut Crescent
Vesta Crescent

Mathew's Groundstreak Phaon Crescent
Confused Groundstreak Pearl Crescent
Dusky-blue Groundstreak Question Mark
Red-spotted Hairstreak Compton Tortoiseshell
Pearly-gray Hairstreak Mourning Cloak
Clytie Ministreak American Lady

Gray Ministreak Painted Lady

Vicroy's Ministreak West Coast Lady
Gnomic Hairstreak Red Admiral

Zebra Cross-streak

Hairstreaks

Strophius Hairstreak

Great Purple Hairstreak

Creamy Stripe-streak

Smudged Hairstreak

Gold-bordered Hairstreak

Orange Mapwing

Shadowed Hairstreak Common Buckeye
Mangrove Buckeye
Blues Tropical Buckeye
Western Pygmy-Blue White Peacock
Cassius Blue Banded Peacock
Marine Blue Malachite
Cyna Blue Rusty-tipped Page
Ceraunus Blue
Reakirt's Blue Admirals and Relatives
Eastern Tailed-Blue Red-spotted Purple/Admiral
Viceroy
Metalmarks Arizona Sister
Fatal Metalmark Band-celled Sister
Rounded Metalmark Spot-celled Sister
Rawson's Metalmark Common Banner
Red-bordered Metalmark Orange Banner
Blue Metalmark Mexican Bluewing
Red-bordered Pixie Dingy Purplewing
Curved-winged Metalmark Florida Purplewing
Falcate Metalmark Blue-eyed Sailor
Narrow-winged Metalmark Four-spotted Sailor
Walker's Metalmark Common Mestra
Red Rim
Snouts Red Cracker
American Snout Gray Cracker
Variable Cracker

Heliconians & Frittillaries

Gulf Fritillary
Mexican Silverspot
Juno Heliconian

Marius Hairstreak
Black Hairstreak

Telea Hairstreak

Banded Orange Heliconian

Glaucous Cracker

Guatemalan Cracker

Julia Heliconian
Isabella's Heliconian

Orion Cecropian

Tailed Cecropian
Blomfild's Beauty
Many-banded Daggerwing
Ruddy Daggerwing



Butterfly Checklist for the Lower Rio Grande Valley

Updated Nov 1, 2017

Observers
Date & Time Location
Leafwings Dark Cloudywing Fantastic Skipper

One-spotted Prepona

Tropical Leafwing
Goatweed Leafwing
Angled Leafwing
Guatemalan Leafwing

Pale-spotted Leafwing

Emperors

Hackberry Emperor
Empress Leilia
Tawny Emperor

Coyote Cloudywing
Jalapus Cloudywing
Potrillo Skipper
Fritzgaertner's Flat
Stallings' Flat

Falcate Skipper
Mimosa Skipper
Acacia Skipper
Outis Skipper

Starred Skipper

Purplish-black Skipper

Manuel's Skipper

White-striped Longtail
Zilpa Longtail
Gold-spotted Aguna
Emerafc):l Aguna

Tailed Aguna

Mottled Longtail

Mexican Longtail

Eight-spotted Longtail
White-crescent Longtail

Pavon Emperor Glazed Pellicia
Silver Emperor Morning Glory Pellicia
Mottled Bolla
Satyrs Obscure Bolla
Gemmed Satyr Golden-headed Scallopwing
South Texas/Carolina Satyr Mazans Scallopwing
Variegated Skipper
Ticlears Blue-studded Skipper
Heliconoid Ticlear Pale Mylon
Klug's Clearwing Hoary Skipper
Broad-tipped Clearwing Glassy-winged Skipper
Thick-tipped Greta Dusted Spurwing
Red-studded Skipper
Monarchs Texas Powdered-Skipper
Monarch Sickle-winged Skipper
Queen Pale Sicklewing
Soldier Hermit Skipper
Tiger Mimic-Queen Brown-banded Skipper
Common Bluevent
Spread-wing Skippers White-patched Skipper
Guava Skipper Slaty Skipper
Beautiful Beamer False Duskywing
Mercurial Skipper Horace's Duskywing
Broken Silverdrop Mournful Duskywing
Hammock Skipper Funereal Duskywing

White Checkered-Skipper
Tropical Checkered-Skipper
Desert Checkered-Skipper
Erichson's White-Skipper
Laviana White-Skipper
Turk's-cap White—S{ipper
East-Mexican White-Skipper
Veined White-Skipper

Alana White-Skipper

Arizona Skipper

Long-tailed Skipper

Cobalt Longtai
Esmeralda Longtail

Turquoise Longtail

Dorantes Longtail
Teleus Longtail

Tanna Longtail

Plain Longtail

Brown Longtail

White-tailed Longtail
Green Flasher

Two-barred Flasher
Small-spotted Flasher

Frosted Flasher

Gilbert's Flasher

Yellow-tipped Flasher

Common Streaky-Skipper
Common Sootywing
Saltbush Sootywing

Skipperlings

Small-spotted Skipperling

Chestnut-marked Skipper

Green-backed Ruby-eye
Osca Skipper

Double-dotted Skipper
Hidden-ray Skipper
Least Skipper

Tropical Least Skipper
Orange Skipperling
Southern Skipperling
Fiery Skipper
Whirlabout

Southern Broken-Dash
Sachem

Glowing Skipper

Common Mellana

Dun Skipper

Nysa Roadside-Skipper
Celia's Roadside-Skipper
Eufala Skipper
Olive-clouded Skipper
Brazilian Skipper
Obscure Skipper

Ocola Skipper
Hecebolus Skipper
Purple-washed Skipper
Evans' Skipper
Perching Saliana

Violet-banded Skipper
Olive Nicon (Nikko Skipper)

Giant-Skippers

Yucca Giant-Skipper
Manfreda Giant-Skipper

Grass-Skippers

Malicious Skipper
Salenus Skipper

Redundant Skipper

Pale-rayed Skipper
Violet-patched Skipper
Julia's gkipper
Fawn-spotted Skipper
Greenish Brown-Skipper

Clouded Skipper
Liris Skipper



Appendix G
Butterfly Food Plants in the Rio Grande Valley
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From: Elder, Mary M

To: Lueders Amy L; Fleming Jeffrey M; Willey Seth; Maestas Aislinn M; Ullenberg Beth; Gray Lesli; Archibeque Aaron; McDowell Kelly
Subject: Additional Border Wall Information
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2019 6:27:10 AM

Attachments: ACFrOgB7zy ebw9DYgn2CuFtETYcBHEYRIIIRIOpYh8V3ibwb18XStx3D7ixJI5SM3RaVDwpwNaMBEe3tVhRpNeU5BmGjP PIAXiinJjUKSEfPIX; ROrPt41tU=
FY18 RGV Construction Projects Stakeholder Feedback Report pdf

Good morning. These documents were shared with me in advance of travel to Organ Pipe/Cabeza Prieta tomorrow and
thought they might be of interest to you.

Thanks,

ME

Mary Elder
Assistant Regional Director-External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
505.248.6285 (desk)

(b) (6) €=M
mary elder@fws.gov
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Agenda

= Meeting Objectives
* Provide an overview of the border wall replacement projects in
the Tucson Sector area of responsibility.

= Gather input regarding the proposed project’s potential impacts
to the environment, culture, and commerce, including potential
socioeconomic impacts, and quality of life.
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Open Discussion & Next Steps
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Rio Grande Valley Levee/Border Wall System Construction Projects
(Fiscal Year 2018)
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1. Introduction and Background

The United States Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is planning for the Fiscal Year 2018
Rio Grande Valley (RGV) Levee/Border Wall System construction projects. The construction
projects include: (1) designing and constructing approximately 25 miles of levee wall system
in Hidalgo County, Texas; and (2) designing and constructing approximately eight (8) miles of
border wall system in Starr County, Texas, with an option for an additional four (4) miles. CBP
utilizes a comprehensive approach to border security that leverages local, state, and federal
law enforcement partners and use of technology, infrastructure, and enforcement personnel
to secure the Southwest border. The RGV levee/border wall system is one element of CBP's
approach to border security that provides persistent impedance and denial to illegal cross-
border activity.

As part of the planning process for the RGV Levee/Border Wall System construction projects,
CBP sought input from the public on potential impacts to the environment, culture, commerce,
and quality of life. This input will be used to inform the development of an Environmental
Stewardship Plan.

1.1 About Environmental Stewardship Plans

In October 2018, the Secretary of Homeland Security determined that it was necessary to
waive certain environmental laws and regulations in order to expedite construction of barriers
in two project areas in the Rio Grande Valley. The waiver includes various environmental,
natural resource, and land management laws, including the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The Secretary of Homeland Security’'s waiver
authority is set out in section 102(c) of the lllegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act of 1996, as amended (“lIRIRA”).

Though certain laws and regulations have been waived, the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) remains committed to environmental stewardship. CBP complies with this commitment
through the development of the Environmental Stewardship Plan, which outlines construction
Best Management Practices to eliminate or minimize environmental impacts to the greatest
extent practicable.

1.2 Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is to summarize the input received during the public comment
process in order to provide stakeholders and the public transparency into the environmental,
cultural, and socioeconomic issues that will be considered during the development of the
Environmental Stewardship Plan. It does not present individual comments received or provide
responses to the comments.




2. Public Input Process

An initial notification inviting input was sent to federal, state, and local agencies,
environmental Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs), and local landowners in July 2018.
Based on feedback received from the public, CBP:

1. Extended the comment period for an additional 60 days - from September 6, 2018
to November 6, 2018;

2. Expanded the distribution list to additional community members and academics; and

3. Provided notification and informational materials in both English and Spanish.

Notification of the public input process was distributed in English and Spanish through letters,
e-mails, media advisory, print and digital advertisements, webinars, and flyers posted in local
community centers and libraries. Notification materials are included as an appendix to this
report.

Comments were collected primarily through e-mail and mail. In order to create a space for a
broader stakeholder involvement, CBP staff had in-person and phone meetings with
landowners, environmental experts, and other stakeholders who reached out directly.

In addition, CBP staff plan to continue meeting with impacted stakeholders and
knowledgeable individuals throughout the process.

2.1 Digital Communication

CBP hosted two webinars that were open to the general public to provide an overview of the
proposed projects and the information CBP is seeking from the public. Attendees had the
opportunity to submit questions through the webinar platform and a complete compilation of
questions and answers were posted on CBP.gov.

To facilitate access to information about the project and promote transparency, several
updates were made to the CBP.gov website in support of the public input process, including
posting of the scoping letter and associated materials, webinar presentation, questions and
answers, and presentation supplementary notes in both English and Spanish.

2.2 Public Feedback Review

All comments received by CBP were reviewed. Of the 36,077 comments received, 2,711
comments were unique and the remaining were form letters. As the comments were received,
they were reviewed and categorized by environmental, economic, cultural, and quality of life
based on their primary topic of concern.

Comment review was conducted based on explicit concerns; comments that were not specific
or contained vague statements were not interpreted by the reviewers. Comments that
provided substantive information were further assessed by CBP to determine the validity of
the data and incorporation of the relevant information into the assessment of environmental




impacts. As a next step, CBP will develop an Environmental Stewardship Plan that will
incorporate relevant information and data obtained from the public feedback process.

3. Summary of Public Feedback

The following summarizes important considerations for CBP’s review of impacts provided by
the public during the public comment period.

3.1 Waiver of Environmental Laws

Nine commenters expressed opposition to or concern over waiving environmental laws to
expedite border wall construction. Many comments indicated that waiving environmental laws
might undermine the rule of the law and set a dangerous precedent for the environment.
Comments also mentioned specific laws that were waived, such as the National
Environmental Policy Act and Endangered Species Act, and provided information on why those
laws should not be waived.

3.2 Landscape/Views/Visual Impacts

The 19 comments regarding landscape and obstructed views were primarily directed towards
a wall being built in West Texas. The commenters expressed concerns that a wall would
damage the beauty of the natural landscapes and would damage the natural beauty of state
and national parks. The National Butterfly Center and Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park
were specifically mentioned. Big Bend National Park was also mentioned in the comments,
although Big Bend National Park is not included in the geographic scope of the current
projects.

3.3 Property

A total of 122 commenters expressed concern that the border wall would result in CBP taking
or destroying individual's private property. They stated that building a wall would violate
property owners’ Fifth Amendment rights, disrupt or harm farms in the area, and could
contribute to and increase flooding in local neighborhoods. Commenters indicated that, in
addition to preventing water from draining properly, a wall could also contribute to debris
buildup.

3.4 Historical Preservation

Thirty-six commenters provided information on historic resources that could be within the
footprint of the wall. Commenters indicated that, in Hidalgo County, the wall could impact La
Lomita Chapel, the Louisiana-Rio Grande Canal Company irrigation system, Eli Jackson
cemetery, Jackson Ranch Church, Rancho Toluca, San Juan Plantation, and the Donna-to-
Brownsville levee. In Starr County, commenters indicated the wall could impact Roma City
Hall, Noah Cox House, Old Garcia Home, Knights of Columbus Hall, Roma-San Pedro
International Bridge, Fort Ringgold Historic District, and the Rio Grande City downtown Historic
District. Records indicate that the proposed project area has not been surveyed for cultural
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resources and commenters suggested the area be surveyed before the construction process
begins.

3.5 Cost

A total of 1,299 commenters stated that the high cost of the border wall does not justify the
potential environmental impacts. Some expressed concern that the lack of a cost-benefit
analysis can result in ineffective spending. Others believed that the high cost of the wall will
increase the national debt. Some suggested that spending money on other types of national
security would be more beneficial than a border wall, and provided suggestions such as
deploying additional Border Patrol agents to prevent river crossings and equipping port cities
with enhanced detection technology.

3.6 Ecosystem/Wildlife/Habitat

A total of 474 commenters conveyed concern that a border wall will damage the unique
ecosystem and wildlife in the area, including approximately 50 federally endangered or
threatened species. Comments suggested the wall would have a negative effect on slow-
moving terrestrial animals, some of which are listed as threatened or endangered species in
the state of Texas. Other comments specifically mentioned the Texas tortoise, Texas horned
lizard, and indigo snake as wildlife that could be impacted.

Many commenters also stated that the wall would negatively impact the wildlife and the
environment by interrupting and preventing migration of animals, fragmentation and
destruction of habitat, fragmentation of available mates from Mexican and American animal
populations, as well as the probability of large loss of life during a flood. Commenters noted
that building a wall would reduce the area, quality, and connectivity of plant and animal
habitats. Some provided specific information on the potential areas impacted. Commenters
noted that the project could potentially degrade or destroy up to 6,525 acres of land and could
remove animals’ access north of the levee to the Rio Grande for water during the summer
months when temperatures regularly reach over 100 degrees. One commenter noted that
less than one percent of Tamaulipan Thornscrub habitat remains in the lower Rio Grande
Valley and building the wall and associated 150-foot enforcement zone could impact this
habitat along with important riparian habitat near the Rio Grande River.

Other comments included concerns over the wall in Arizona because it could impede jaguar
movements between U.S and Mexico and harm the U.S. jaguar population, Peninsular bighorn
sheep, and Mexican gray wolf population. The geographic scope of the current projects does
not include Arizona.

3.7 Tourism/Ecotourism/Recreation

There were 205 comments regarding tourism, ecotourism, and recreation. Commenters
suggested that fragmenting public and private property will negatively impact ecotourism. One
commenter included a link to a study conducted by Texas A&M that concluded ecotourism,
primarily birding, contributes $493 million to the local economy annually.
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Commenters also suggested the wall could negatively impact Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State
Park, the parks that are a part of the World Birding Center, the Lower Rio Grande Valley
National Wildlife Refuge, and the National Butterfly Center by restricting access to trails and
decreasing tourist interest. Someone also indicated a concern about the wall negatively
impacting the bike trail near 15t Street in Hidalgo County. Other comments indicated concern
that the state will be forced to close Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park, which is part of
the World Birding Center, resulting in a big loss to the local economy and the state of Texas.

The Sabal Palm sanctuary, Big Bend National Park, Big Bend Ranch State Park, Santa Ana
National Wildlife Refuge, and Black Gap Wildlife Management area were also mentioned in
the comments although the geographic scope of the current projects does not include those
areas.

3.8 Border Security

A total of 269 comments indicated support for increased border security. However, many
commenters questioned the effectiveness of a border wall in preventing drug trafficking or
crime in the U.S. because illegal immigrants can use other tactics such as tunnels, ladders,
or trafficking through port cities. Other comments indicated the border wall would be
successful at increasing border security and encouraged development.

3.9 Trade

Sixteen comments communicated their concerns over a wall causing a trade war with Mexico,
which could negatively impact U.S. consumers.

3.10 Tribal lands

Another category of comments included references to tribal lands. A total of 26 commenters
were concerned about the impact to tribal lands. One commenter indicated that the Bentsen-
Rio Grande Valley State Park is a sacred site for the Carrizo/Comecrudo tribe, and they use
the area for ceremonies. Other comments suggested that a wall would also negatively impact
the Native American communities of Lipan Apache (South Texas). The Kickapoo (Eagle Pass)
and the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo (El Paso) were also mentioned in comments although the
geographic scope of the current projects does not include known tribal lands.

3.11 Form Letters

A total of 33,366 form letters were received from five environmental organizations. Each
organization authored the form letter and encouraged members and the general public to
submit them in response to the request for public comments. These letters stated opposition
to development of the border wall and cited many of the same concerns captured above,
including: cost, potential flooding, impacts to endangered species, migration routes and
habitat, waiver of environmental laws, and impacts to Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park.
All form letters were reviewed for any original content added by the sender and any unique
information was evaluated.




4. Review Next Steps

The solicitation of public input on potential environmental impacts is the first step in
developing the Environmental Stewardship Plan. Other possible impacts, such as to culture,
commerce, and quality of life will also be taken into consideration during the planning and
construction process. The plan will incorporate data and information received during the
public comment period, as well as from cultural and biological surveys completed within the
project areas. The Environmental Stewardship Plan will be released to the public through
CBP.gov upon completion, which is planned for May 2019.
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I’'m sure you know but just in case

Joe M.

ST
Chief Joseph Mojica

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - SW Region
Division of Refuge Law Enforcement

500 Gold Ave SW/P.O. Box 1306
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

Office (505)248-6816

Fax (505)248-6422

Begin forwarded message:

From: Weylan Luckey< eV

Sub]ect Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Border Barrier Construction Notification

To Iriz Ehzondo <Ir

Sent from my 1Phone

Begin forwarded message:

Gyl (b)(6):(b)(7)(C)

Date: February 13, 2019 at 4:23: 33 PM CST
To: Howard Huey <howar 4




"Jess, Robert"

<robert jess(@fws.gov>, "Luckey, Weylan"
<wevlan luckev@fws.gov>, (b) (6)
. 'Iriz Elizondo'

(b) (6)
I(b) (). (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6)

(b) (7)(E)
RGV SOD PAIC-DPAIC I(JXEAI(3)
(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)
m_ (b)(6)
(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

(b) (6)

Subject: [EXTERNAL]| Border Barrier Construction Notification

Good Afternoon ALL,



Please see construction notification below and attached
Traffic Control Plan.



U.S. Customs and m

Border Protection

US Army Corps
of Engineers®

Project: RGV 03 — Design-Build of the Rio Grande Valley Sector 03

Contract #: W9126G-19-C-0005

Traffic Control Plan — RevO
Section 2, Station () XEA(3)

Submittal ID Number: 63
Submittal Type: SD-01 Preconstruction Submittal
Section: 01 50 00 Item #: 2

Submittal Date: 2/1/19

. Certification of Submittal Compliance
Prime Contractor
This submittal package was reviewed and found to

meet requirements set fourth in Contract Documents
for RGV-03 W9126G19-C-0005 Design Build of the Rio

(b)
v

SLSCO LTD
6702 Broadway
Galveston, TX 77550




Project: RGV 03 — Design-Build of the Rio Grande Valley Sector 03

Contract #: W9126G-19-C-0005

_ This Temporary traffic control plan was developed for Section 2 for the Site
Clearing activity. Only light duty vehicles will be permitted to use the following
Access/Egress points shown on the following maps. Large construction equipment
will not be allowed to use noted access/egress points.

All personnel will be instructed to use the routes per the route maps attached
prior to initial start of work. At every weekly Toolbox Safety briefing prior to work
activities all parties will be reminded of access and egress points.

At this time no road closures or detours will be required or applicable. If at any
time road closure or detours are required signage will be installed prior to route
change.

In the Event of an emergency all emergency vehicles will be escorted if needed
to the point of care from the intersection of FM2062 and Levee Rd./CR-12450.

Prime Contractor

SLSCO LTD
6702 Broadway
Galveston, TX 77550

SLS
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